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Yang Yongqing (1927-2011) was a renowned 
Chinese painter. Among his numerous works, 
the most celebrated are comic strips in his early 
years and children’s book illustrations later. He 
was granted the first prize for artistic creation 
by the national children’s book award committee 
and nominated for the Hans Christian Anderson 
Award. 
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About one thousand years ago, in a village in Fujian Province in Southeast China, it often happened that 
children who went to collect firewood in the mountain never came b 


ack, 


Although the people didn't know it at the time, it was a big snake that caused the harm. 
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A witch in the village saw an opportunity and spread a rumor that the big snake was actually a demon that 
threatened to eat up all the children in the village and could only be pacified if he was given a twelve- or thirteen- 


year-old girl every year as his wife. 


Fg 7 Y % Bw 
a A AY Ba A E 
A 


The village head believed in the witch and ordered the villagers to send a young girl to the snake demon every 
August. 
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Rich families still had the option to bribe the village head and buy young girls from poor families in exchange 
for their own, while the poor had no choice but to watch their own die. 
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The witch and the village head had a secret deal. On the “wedding day” of the demon, the witch would be the 
master of ceremonies. She would make all kinds of scary gestures and defraud the villagers of their money. When the 
ceremony was over, she would split the money with the village head and leave the girl at the snake pit to be eaten. 
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Over the years nine girls had already lost their lives because of this. The villagers were so scared that they 


couldn't put their heart into their farm work. Some of them couldn't bear it and moved out of the village. Only the 


witch and the village head made their fortune. 
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Soon came another August. This time it was Li Dan’s turn to turn in his daughter. He was.a father of six daugh- 
ters, the youngest named Li Ji and just turning twelve that year. 
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How could the loving parents have the heart to send the lovely Li Ji to the demon! But the poor family didn’t 


have any money to save her life. They were weeping in despair. 
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Suddenly Li Ji said to them, "Dad, Mom, dear sisters, don’t be so sad. I’m willing to face the snake demon.” 


She asked her parents to prepare a special dowry for her: a basket of pancakes coated with honey, three strong 


dogs, and a sword. Her parents had everything ready on the day. 


On the day of her departure, Li Ji waved goodbye to her family and neighbors. They were all in tears. But Li Ji 
was calm and fearless, as if she had planned and hoped for a different outcome. 


Be R Ho Be Ty AR FE ap 


a 


Ke WARK, F 


i 


e) 


Je 


“A Aa 


Wh 


2 


tA 


, URE 


66 


ese 

KB, two RK FS 
FA LRBM, KMRS 
Oe ge eee Pa 
te Bl wa, fa 
wr Sl AUX. 


oi4 


4, 


After the ceremony, only Li Ji and the three dogs were left at the snake pit. Just before sunset, Li Ji took out all 


the pancakes from the t 


together the three 


| 


| 
dogs. 


oasket and put them at the 


entrance ot the snake pit as bait for the snake. She also called 
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Soon the big snake came out of its pit and wa 


suddenly commanded the three dogs to attack the snake. 
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ted no time in wolfing down all the pancakes when Li Ji 
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Li Ji quickly knocked on the door. “Open the door. I’m back! Don't be afraid. The snake is dead!” 


Li Dan opened the door and was delighted to see his di aughter and the three dogs alive. The whole family was 


so happy. 
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Very soon the neighbors heard the news and came to see Li Ji and hear her story. Everyone now came to know 


that the whole thing about the snake demon marrying young girls was just the hustle of the witch and the village 
head. 
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the dead snake. It was huge. They all marveled at Li 


Early next morning the villagers went to the scene to see 


Ji’s bravery. 
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I grew up listening to the stories of Jack and the Bean 
Stalk, The Little Engine that Could, and Brer Rabbit and the. 
Tar Baby. Now with this Picture Books of Chinese Stories series 
Western audiences can read the stories that Chinese children 
listened to. Soon these stories will become as meaningful and 


precious to you and your children as the stories of your youth 
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